6        MAXIMILIAN THE  J>KK.\AIIM<
It is interesting to inice tin* origin of tl^t undying and deeply rooted desire in the Middle A'.res, both for a visible centre of Religion and of Kwpire. 'That intensely practical a-ge could only fra^p its ideal in a concrete form, and to such a sf.ite of wind the Universal Faith and the Universal Kwpiiv appealed with irresistible, force. Through tin* lung ages of strife and change, the power of the Church in Umite had been steadily growing, while her doi/mas beeawe more fixed and definite, until the simpl'* fi*:u-hing of the Chris tin. n (Jospel could scarcely be rer**}". i ,«*d in the theological doctrines given fc»rth with authority at Conclave and (Council. The visible Chureh with its mighty .Pontiff, whose absolute rn\>\ by means of a well-graded hierarchy, extended t»* the whole priesthood, throughout- the kn<»wu w«»rld ,il«^ne lu»ld the keys of heaven and ruled supn-ine ov«*r the sotds of men. The Crusades were a symbol *<f fhi^ bflif*f in things seen—in the efficacy of outward deeds; thus it was easier for a man to g<» f**rfli with puinp and tumult to fight the Turk, than «<> ilny at tif»iu« and conquer his evil jwHsioiiH.
And as in the religions world, MI in tin* tt*m|»hrn!v men re^cogni.sed the ulisulute n«*ed of a universal State and one Huprenu* Lord. Thi-i iimtinrtivr belief wan an inheritance transmitted from tin* ttwe und respect with which the komun Kfupin- hail f\vr l«*i*n looked upon by the Barbarian world, in thr tlaya when it was thus expressed by the Ciuth Athanarirh in the market-place of (JoiiHtiiiitiiHtple: " Withnut doubt the Emperor is a Uud upoit mrth, nftd In* who attacks him i« guilty of hin own blimd/*